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SECOND PART. 


S 


UNFORTUNATE SHIPWRIGHT'; 


BL IND MAN's Travels 


Through many parts of England, 
In Purſuit of his Right. 


LONDON: 


Printed for ROBERT BARKER, for his own 
Benefit, in the Year 1771, 


— — — — —— 
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N 
The, EC ON D PART of the 


8 Unfortunate Shipwright. 


IEEE NIECE IEA ASE 


RING the time of my diſtreſs on board the 


Thetis, L had little thoughts of making my ſuf- 

ferings known to the public, neither on my arrival in 

England did I intend publiſhing any thing relating 

| thereto, for at that time I firmly confided in the laws of 

| my native land for redreſs, not making the leaft doubt 

but they would have yielded me ample ſatsfaction 

| for my unheard of fufferings, which would certainly 

| have been the caſe (and an example been made of 

| Wabſhutr and the doctor) had it not been for the art- / 

| my 3 T contrivances of Wabſhutt, in not 

eue nga, falſe oath himſelf, ſoon after my arrival 

| in Eoghan but alfo either bribing t two others in the 

time of their poverty to do the ſame, or elſe forging 
their affidavits to the ſame purpoſe, wherein he attemp- 
ted to repreſent me to be as bad, if not worſe than a 

pirate; by the ſtrength of which falſe and villainous 

| Papers he fo far impoſed on ſome reputable merchants + 

at Briftol, as to make therathink. my accuſations againſt 

him were falſe. 

Theſe proceedings I was intirely unacquainted with, 
till the 22d of December, 1750, When thoſe ſpurious 

affidavits were produced againſt me at the Merchant's 

Hall, Briſtol, and the penſion which has been granted 

me was accordingly, ſtop'd; but herein have great 

| reaſon to be thankful to that gracious Being, who is the 
protector of all juſt -cauſes, for notwithſtanding, my 
peafivn was thus cut-off; it. not only. enlightened my 


| underfianding, but alſo enabled me to convince thoſe 
| t gi gentle- 


gentlemen of their miſtake, in, protectigg Wabſhutt 
and giving credit to his papers, and withal put it in, 
my power to make the villainy, of Waþſhutt appear in, 
its proper colours, he 
Moreover, when, I, reflect on my misfortunes. on, 
board. the Thetis, and obſerve the miraculous manner 
in which I haye. been ſupported by the kind hand of 
providence, thrqugh ſo many difficulties and dangers, 
not only then, | at fince my arrival at England, (which, 
dangers and dithiculties are no leſs remarkable, than 
my ſufferings on board the Thetis, except my not Wan- 
ting for neceſſary ſuſtenance, as I then did) Lam 
thereby encouraged to confide wholly on the ſame. 
Divine Goodneſs, not only for aid and protection in 
this. mortal ſtate, but alſo for mercy and forgiveneſs 
in, the. life everlaſting, And though my blind tra- 
vels.in England, [as ſome may call them] have. been 
but. in, poverty, they are nevertheleſs remarkable, and 
more ſurpriſing. than my neareft friends could ima- 
gine, or thoſe gentlemen who cut off my, penſion 
wauld: at. firſt give credit to: But I; ſhall now. [by di- 
vine permiſlign] proceed to give a brief relation there- 
of, from the day I arrived in. England to the 22d of 
December, 1760, and hope. the. ſame. will be ng 
ways diſagreeable, but rather entertaining to the. cour- 
teous: and-impartial reader, | 
Some time after, my arrival at Portſmouth from An- 
tigua, which was in May, 1756, in the Advice.man-of 
war, | as, before related in the firſt part of niy narrative] 
the. crew. thereof was turn'd over to three ſeveral ſhips, 


viz, the Torbay, Dover and Kenington, but beforg+ 


the men had all quitted the Adyice, L got one of my 
acquaintanges to aſk. the. lieutenant what was. to be 
done, with me, who brought nze word that the lieutenant 
had ordered a miꝗſhipmag to take, mg, to, the hoſpital, 
but if ſo, the; mjdthipman, .difobey'd, his. orders, for 
all hands wentoutof che ſhip, except two or,three. boys, 


2. water men and myſelf. a 
IS © | t 


"I D to me very ſtrange, that I ſhould be thus ; 
left behind, without any further notice taken of me, 
but-I thought i it more ſo when the waterman acquain- 
ted me that no more proviſions would be ſerved out; 
I therefore defired him to put me aſhore in his boar, 
that I might try my fortune there, which requeſt he 
complied with, and landed me ſafe on Goſport Beach, 
where fortune favoured me beyond my expectation, 
. for though I was without ſtockings, ſhoes, hat or cap, 
and my thirt, jacket and trowſers, ſhort, black and 
mean, alſo fone blind, and in a place where I had ne- 
ver been before, [in which fituation it is eaſy to con- 
ceive what a piteous and doleful appearance I muſt. 
make] yet providence did not forſake me, for I had not 
been five minuets on the beach, before one Mr. Flem- 
ming, a waterman, of South- Street, Goſport, ſpoke to 
me, and after being informed of my misfortunes, and 
how I came there, he told me he had been formerly 
blind himſelf, and that I ſhould be welcome to partake 
of what his houſe afforded. I gladly accepted his 
kind offer, for which I hope the Lord will reward bim, 
as he not only gave me a good ſupper, but put mein 
a good bed, and in the morning, after having filled 
my-belly, he informed me, that the crew of the Advice 
{ man of war was that day to receive their wages on 
board the Torbay, and that if I thought proper he 
would carry me to the ſhip in his boat. I thanked 
him for his Lindnefs, and he ſoon after put me on board 
the Torbay, where the Advice's people directing their 


\ diſcourſe to me, it occaſioned the commodore to take 


notice of me, and pitying my condition, he requeſted 
them to collect ſomething for me, as mentioned in the 
firſt part of my narrative, I think this occurence hap- 
pen'd on the 22d of May, 1756, and the collection 
- amounted to two pounds three ſhillings, with which 


I travelled to London, as before alſo recited. But, 


It may not be amiſs, before I proceed further, to 


remark the kind hand of e e in putting me in 
| the 


I ſhould not in all probability have been at the before 
mentioned payment, and for want.of money I might 
have been greatly diftreſſed ; however, after the pay- 
ment was over, the waterman carried me aſhore to his 
houſe, and ſupplied me with a hat, cap, ſhirt, jacket, 
breeches, ſhoes and ſtockings, at a reaſonable rate, 


notwithſtanding which diſburſement, and the expence 


of my journey to London, I had near twenty ſhillings 
left when Iarrived at the Paul's head, in Doctors- 


Commons. | 
- Being now in London; and having heard much talk 


of Dr. 'Taylor before my arrival in England, as I had 


ſome hopes of recovering my fight, I made an enquiry 


after him, and the next day, a man who was meſſen- 
ger to ſome of the Proctors in the Commons, ſeeming 
to pity my unhappy circumſtances, ſaid he would lead 
me to the doctor for charity, which offer I accepted, 
but when we came there the doctor was not at home, 
ſo we waited his coming at a public houſe near at hand, 
during which time he perſuaded me to give him two 
ſhillings, pretending it was for the doctor's ſervant, 
and made me believe that ſuch preſent would be taken 
well by the doctor; but however that might be, the 


doctor gave me very ſmall hopes, yet promiſed 0 


do all he could for me. I accordingly attended him 
for ſeveral months after, during which time I fan- 
cied one of my eyes better, tho' I now think it was 
only the ſtrength of imagination, ſince I am much 
the ſame as when I firſt went to him, notwithſtanding 
-T have ſince been under the care of ſeveral other 
Phyſiclans. 3 
; in the mean time the aforeſaid meſſenger brought 
me back to the Paul's-Head, and then ſqueezed ſix- 
pence out of me for his trouble: but Mr. Collins en- 
quiring the next day what hopes the doctor gave me, 
1 told him, at the ſame time mentioning the wo 
ſhillings which my © charitable. guide extorted from 
| me, 


* 


me, 25 1 1magtned for the goctor's 'Tervatit; 'but | 
' Collins was of another opinion, Kerk. the old man 
had impoſed on me, and in o 
cheat, he went the next day in petſon to the dofttr, 
Andi learn'd from his ow]n mouth that he never ſuffer'd 
his ſervanit to take money from any I i nr te” 
-and his ſervant aſſured them Both. hat he knew no- 
thing of the matter, nor had he received any money 
from him. Mr. Collins charged him with this ſoon 
after, when he did not deny it, but would not part 
with the money; 
This Was only a fort of "Kitifel, for I met with 
plent, of ſuch Sharitable Suites afterwards, as WIII 
| » ſhortly appear. 
F When L had been near three monthein'Londod, 
done evening taking a nap on the bed (in a rbom three 
ſtories Ki, where I conſtantly Tay by . be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock, bs J was 'rifing 
tte bed, Mr. Collins came into tlie room Ain 
| lighted candle in his hand, (for 1 could perceive the 
immering of it, and can tb the fame When near me, 
| -to this day) hne ſpoke to mie, and Iknew his voice; 


he then went into a cloſet, near the bed-fide, Where | 


| He made a rumbling noiſe among ſome old iton, (as1 
| thought) he then went down ftaits, and 1 followed 
bim, for by uſe I could find 1 5 way up and down 
| ſtairs alone. But happened by oth "ihe not to 
| *©goup ſtairs again 'till after te o'clock, When on 
opening the door I was almoſt ſuffbeited with fmoxk, 
and immediately called out fire, Which alafmed (eye- 
ral ſervants that were in bed on the ſame floor, "ind 
alſo the remainder of the people in the houſe, who. en- 
tered the room with lights, and found the fire to be in 
the cloſet (Where Mr. Collins had been with the can- 
dle amongſt ſome old mattfaſſes) and had communica- 
ted itfelfto the cieling and waĩnſcot, but was diſcoyer- 
ed time enough to prevents its breaking dut into a 
DPflaze. In this] was a6 ['Kewife Preſerved by the kind 


_ hand 


. 


to diſcover the 


* 


hand of providence, for if I had gone to bed at nine 
o'clock, which was my uſual hour, it is very probable, 
that I might have loſt my life, and the houſe being ſet 
on fire, would. arent without doubt, have been 
laid to my charge; for as it was, Mr. Collins faid the 
accident happened by my carrying a lighted pipe up 
ſtairs. I ſaid it was not, but did not mention his 
being in the cloſet with a candle, becauſe I fancied 
that by accident a ſnuff might fall from it, and that 
he would be diſpleaſed tc have ſuch a careleſs thing 
laid to his charge; beſides, at this time my whole 
dependance was on him, and that I was not willing to 
give him the leaſt offence.” But the firſt news I heard 
when I returned from Tarlaton [where I had been to 
. viſit my friends] was, that the Paul's-Head had actu- 
ally been on fire, and it was reported that Mr. Collins 
had done it wilfully, which if true, was a very villat- 
oo : | 
But to return; ſoon after my arrival from Tarlaton, 
as before-mentioned, I printed my caſe for a ſupport, 
and took up my abode at the Paul's-Head as uſual ; 
but this being a new trade to me, and withal being 
ſhame-faced, I could not properly proceed in it, for 
I gave as many papers away at the Royal-Exchange, 
and elſewere, as coſt me twenty ſhillings, and gained 
nothing by them. I then got a ſubſcription paper 
wrote, and prevailed on one Mr. Fog, in Lad-Lane, 
to give me five ſhillings, who figned his name with 
the ſum he gave, and in about a Took I raiſed the ſum 
of 11. 5s. amongſt thoſe I had ſome knowledge of. 
[ was then utterly at a ſtop, for not having courage 
enough to apply to ſtrangers, I got nothing for. ſeve- 
ral days, and really believe I ſhould have done but 
little good in it, had it not been for one Beadle, | who 
formerly kept the Ship- Tavern in the Butcher-Row-, 
'Temple-Bar, and had been a meſſenger to the com- 
miffioners for bankrupts] who introducing himſelf 
into my company ſeveral 1 ſeemed to pity me 
al | ; VET 


> 10 


| very much, Lech ſaying he. was ſorry 1 Aid not 


underſtand the affair I was tranſacting, but if I would 
bim, he would both affift and inſtruct 


be ruled by 


me; by which fair promiſes I was prevailed on to 
follow his inſtructions, which, were to go about from 


place to place, in order to collect what money gentle- 8 


men were pleaſed to give me for my ſupport ;-one half 
of which he inſiſted on having for his trouble, neither; 


| could I get him to ſtir a foot while he had any money 


in his pocket, ſo all we could get only ſerved from 
hand to mouth. This way of proceeding gave me - 
reat deal of uneaſineſs, but my ſtory was juſt, ſo I 


ope the reader will — the ſame, fince downright | 


| neceſſity obliged-me to it. 
In this manner I went on till Oakley gave me the 


firſt notice of trial, which when Beadle came to hear 
of, he told me if my evidences were not ready againſt 
the day of trial, I ſhould be nonſuited, and ſent to 
goal ſor the coſts and charges of the court, which 
would prevent me from bringing Wabſhutt to juſtice. 
This gave me more trouble then all the reſt, (for I 
heard that none of my ſhip- mates were nearer than 
Briſtol) and I went about much dejected from one 
gentleman to another, whom I took to be my friends,” 
telling them my deplorable ſtory, but none ſeèmed 
willing to help me, which made me almoſt melan- 
holy ; nevertheleſs, when I was almoſt out of hope, 
my never-failing friend, Providence, ſtill ſtood by me, 
for amongſt the reſt ] went into the warehouſe of Mr. 
Fog, where By good luck ſtood one Mr. Rogerſon, an 


Ironmonger, of Warrington, in Lancafhire, who was 


juſt arrived in town from thence. . 

I had been formerly well acquainted with this gen- 
tleman, and it pleaſed God at this time to open his 

heart towards me, that he advanced the money men- 
tivned in the firſt part of my parrative, got me the ſub- 


nas, and alfo ſupplied me with money for my jour- - 


P 
ney to Briſtol, The ſum total 1 ans from him wes 


ten 


ten pounds ten ſhillings, and I really believe he would 
have ſupplied me with money enough to have carried 
me through the cauſe, if it had not been for the power- 
ful friends of Wabſhutt. . 

For aſter my return to London, and about the time 
of my ſending mv evidence back to Briſtol, Mr. Col- 
lins failing, Beadle prevailed on me to take part of his 
bed, at the ſign of the King's-Arms in Fleet-market, 
at which time I began to ſuſpect that I had more 
powerful enimies than I formerly imagined, but who 
they were I could not rightly tell, though I was afraid 
I had offended a wealthy Alderman in the city of 
Briſtol, by directing Mr. Lee the Proctor, to write to 

him for my wages, having formerly heard he was the 
chief owner of the Thetis; but now I began to think 

otherwiſe, and that by this ſtep I bad gained a po- 

| erful adverſary, having by this time heard that Mr. 

Lee had an anſwer to his letter by the firſt or ſecond 

poſt, and that ſuch letter was the reaſon why he would 

| not proceed for me. - 
But whilſt: I lodged at the King's Arms, with 

_ Beadle; another extraordinary circumſtance happen- 
ed, for a ſchool-fellow of mine recommended me to 
Mr. Locker, in Bread-Street, who made me a preſent 

| of half a guinea and promiſed faithfully to aſſiſt me 

| farther ; but this friend as well as others ſoon forſook 

me, for ſoon after my ſchool-fellow told me in an 

angry manner, that Mr. Locker had reprimanded 
him for recommending ſuch.a bad man as I to him, 
telling him at the ſame time, that I was as great a 
- villain as ever croſs'd ſalt water; that he heard it from 
gentlemen ↄf undeniable character, therefore it muſt 
+. true, and he would have no more to ſay to me. 

| | Now as this gentleman traded to many parts of the 

| kingdom, I doubt not but he wrote to his correſpon- 

| dents in Briſtol about me, and was very probably an- 

| ſwered, ſuitably to the contents of the falſe affidavits 

| that Wabſhutt had prepared, in order to ſtifle my 

complaints againſt him 1 which ſeems the more 


» : 
| 
© 
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| likely, : as the alderman before mentioned proved to be 
"wholly devoted to the intereſt of Wabſhutt, and I was 

looked upon by ſome people in Briſtol, as a very bad 

man, but with how littlè reaſon will appear hereafter. 


This ſeems to be the only method which Wab- | 


© ſhutt had to ſkreen himſelf, for he well knew I had 
uo money, and what the doctor told me whilſt on 
board the Thetis, viz. that if I lived to reach England 
he would repreſent my character ſo black, that no one 
ſhould believe a word I had to ſay, was truly perform- 
ed; for the falſe report which Wabſhutt cauſed to be 


ſpread, run from one gentleman to another; and when 


it came to the ears of my friends, together with the 
behaviour of Oakley, it cauſed them not only to drop 


me, but to look upon me as a ſcandalous fellow, which 


gave me a great deal of trouble, as few of them cared 


to ſpeak to-me as ; uſual. 
It is an old ſay ing, that one misfortune ſeldom come 
alone, which was the caſe with me, for Beadle found 


means to forge. my ſubſcription paper, and went a- 


bout getting money in my name; and what was worſe 
than all, he would not let me take part of his bed any 
ton er, but forced me into the ſtreet after twelve o'clock 
at night, and I was obliged to ſpend the remainder of | 
the night in a watch-houſe in Fleet-Street.. The next 
day L was forced to take a lodging in a little court near 
Fleet-market, amongſt very poor people, where I was 

almoſt devoured with vermin, of which I was ſo tired 


in two or three: nights, that I betook myſelf to the 


butchers ftalls in Fleet-market, where! lay twoor three 
nights. longer, and in the day time ſtood in the ftreets 


with my hat in my hand for charity; by Which means 


I had halfpence given me ſufficient to fill my belly, for 


I ould not think of having any further concern with 


Beadle ; however, he did not reign much longer in his 
villain, for he was hanged at J yburn (I believe) in 
November, 1762, for forgery, along with one Spar- 
row his conſort, and by all reports, a notorious villain, 
But to return: An'elderly man named John Eagon, 


— K — — -- © — - — — — —— ‚ — ͥꝗ — —L Oo 


"© picked me up with a view to gain ſomething by me; 

and brought me to the Angel and Crown, in Kent- 

Street, a lodging houſe for travellers, where I had a 

. bed for one ſhilling per week, and with the help of his 

. acquaintance got ſeveral petitions wrote for me, to va- 

rious gentlemen and ladies of diſtinction, which were 

ſent them by the penny poſt; but for want of proper | f 

| 


recommendation I gained little By them; and this not 
anſwering the e wry of Eagon, he ſoon forſoolkk {11 
me, but it happened luckily for me, that one of thoſe | 
Petitions being directed to a perſon of the firſt diſtinc- 
tion, in Spring-gardens, he ſent his ſervant to the au- 
gel and Crown, and ordered him to give me five ſhi ||| 
lings, which was to be delivered into my own handy 
but not being at home, word was left for me to call al ; 
his lordſhip's houſe, which! did, and the money was | 
given into my hand. | 
This was of great ſervice to me at that time, for 
on the ftrength of the five ſhillings, another old man | 
undertook to lead me as far as Turnbridge-Wells; he jt 
ſold needles, pins, and laces, and ſaid he was going to 
look ſor his wife, who bought and ſold furr tkins up | 
and down-the county of Kent; but when we came to 
Deptford, I was luckily.called to by one James Tilor, j ' 
a ſhipwr 2 of Liverpool, who belenged to Wool- 
wich- yard, but was drinking at Deptford with his ac 
ener After I had informed him of my un- 
happy circumſtances, he made me drink heartily, and || 
each man in his company gave me two-pence: It. || 
happened to be very near the Dock-gate, and the - | 
ſhipwrights, were going to dinner. Till that time! 
had no thoughts of applying to the ſhipwrights at all, 
but hearing ſuch a number of them paſs I determined 
upon it, and waited at the gate till they returned, 
when | gave them ſome of my caſes, and they ſoon N 
after collected ſeven ſhillings for me, for which I was 
very thankful, and ſet out for Woolwich the fame | | 
evening, where ] Een all night, and the next day || 
| X delivered [| 


þ 
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delivered my caſes at the Dock-gate, as Thad dene 


dat Deptford the day before. I his advanced my ſtock 
to one pound two ſhillings, Which raiſed my ſpirits, 
and I ſet out the ſame day for Turnbridge- Wells,” .. 
in hopes of farther ſucceſs, but in that I was miſta- 


ken; for the old man knew the depth of. my pocket, 


and obliged me to maintain him all the way: and to | 


ſerve himſelf, he led me ſeveral miles out of the road, 


| and through ſeveral villages, inſomuch that we were 
near a week on our Journey thither. The day after 
|. Our arrival, my caſes were delivered to the quality as 
they walked near the Wells; but this being done, we 
did not know how to proceed properly, and for want 
|. "of management it was of no ſervice to me, although I 
| have been informed fince, that ſeveral of them inten- 
died to beſtow ſomething on me. So being there a full 
week, and in that time my money almoſt expended, the 


old man, finding no more to be had, led me to a lodg- 
ing-houſe i in Turnbridge, where he left me to ſeck 2 


ne guide, and went as he ſaid in purſuit of his wife, 


There was a beggar-woman in this houſe, to 
whom I offer'd my ſ{crvice, but ſhe rejected me with 
diſdain, which made me think no one was ſo unfor- 
tunate as myſelf, as I was deſpiſed by a common 


beggar, and almoſt defpaired of ever bringing m 


evidences from Briſtol to London. But when I ha 
almoſt given myſelf over, fortune ſmiled on me once 


E | more; for two old women coming in to aſk for lodg- 
ings, and hearing how affairs were with me, offer d 


to lead me wherever I thought proper, and the next 


| 1 we three ſet out together: the old women 


where dealers in matches, and we intended to ſteer 


dur courſe for Chatham, as all roads were alike to 


themz but one of them, who ſaid ſhe was a county 
woman of mine, inſiſted on having the whole care of 
me. and made her old partner walk at a diſtance 
from us. We paſſed through ſeveral villages, where 
| Shay offer'd their matches to ſale, and 0 hard 


for | 


for the poor diſtreſſed blind man, and made fuch a 


handle of me that I was quite aſhamed of it, but by 
any means could not avoid it. We paſſed on thus 
till we came to Chatham, where my country woman 
deliver'd ſome of my caſes at the Dock-yard-gate, 
and upwards of twenty ſhillings were collected for me 
me. I then went to the Croſs-in-hand, in Stroud, 
where my country woman, not thinking what ufe 1 


Could make of the money that was gathered for me, 
offer'd her ſervice to be my caſh-keeper, which being 


refuſed, the got drunk, and rang ſuch a peal in my 
ears, as quite ſet me againſt her. l 
perceived it, and (wiſpering in my ear) faid, if I 
thought proper, the would lead me herſelf, to which 


I conſenting, ſheimmediately went to a public-houſe 


in Rocheſter, and ſent one to lead me to her: ſo I pre- 
vailed on my country woman to go out for ſome bread 
and cheeſe, and the mean while I with my ſmall bun- 
dle got off. „ | 


Being led by the meſſenger into Rocheſter, I was 


received joy fully by my new guide, who had ſufficient 
reaſon for it, as will ſoon appear; however, we made 
no ſtay at Rocheſter; for fear of being purſued by my 
country-woman, but ſet out with all ſpeed for Chatham 
and for Sheerneſs next morning, where we arrived by 


ten o'clock, and that day gave my papers to the ſhip- 


wrights as uſual, and they collected upwards of twenty 
ſhillings for me. But here I waited a week, in expecta- 
tion of a collection being made for me on board the 


Intrepid, a 60 gun ſhip, being perſuaded thereto by 2 


young man that was in priſon with me in Antigua, and 
and at this time belonging to the aforefaid ſhip ; he 
told me that upwards of three hundred men were to 


receive their wages, and he would do all that lay in his 


wer to ſerve me. In this he was as good as his word; 


for he did not only give my printed papers to the peo- N | 


Her companion 


ple but recommended me in ſuch a manner to the ſhip- | | 


crew, that many of them I belicge intended to ſerve me, | 
| | for 


| 


for the firſt ſeven that came from the pay-table gave 
me ſeven ſhillings; but the ſhip's officers ſeeing the wo- 
man beg hard, I believe they took me for a common 
beggar come to ĩmpoſe on the ſhip's company, for with= | 
out inquiring any further into the affair, they ordered 
me into a boat, which was that moment going to Sheer- 
neſs. This hard-hearted action of the officers I belive 
was a good deal out of my way. However, I had col- 
lected · a little money in the Raven loop of war, hilſt 
lying at Sheerneſs, and a little more in a merchant's 
yard in Chatham, as I returned to London, where 1 
arrived in about a week after. EEK: 
I left the Intrepid with near fifty ſhillings in my 
pocket, and was brought by my guide to a lodging - 
- houfe in'Lawrence-lane, Broad St: Giles's, where we 
ſaid together (ſhifting or begging. for our living as at 
the firſt of our acquaintance)*till I went to Briftol for 
my evidence the ſecond time, and ſaved the money 
which I had got at Chatham and Sheerneſs for that 
OO VO ar oe 
But during our ftay in St. Giles's my guide told me 
ker farther and mother were both beggars, and that ſhe 
was brought up to that trade from her infancy, that 
ber maiden name was Parker; and when about thirty 
| 8 of age, ſhe martied a labouring man, a native of 
Ireland, whoſe name was Mac-Guire . who took her 
with him to Dublin, where he died before he had let 
her know the place of his ſettlement, that the was ſent 
from thence with her child by an order to a village, 
near Tiverton, in the Country of Devon, which was 
the place of her birth, and that ſhe continued there till 
about three months before ſhe met with me, but firſt” 
had the misfortune to be got with child by one of 
her kind neighbours, ſo was come away to lighten her 
burtken, and. beg'd of me to cloak the ſame, till ſñne 


was delivered: I could hardly believe it, for the ſaid . 


ſhe was g2 years of age. However, I faithfully promi- 
ſed to do all that lay gn my power for her, and = 
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bury, begging when opportunity ſerved, and I cannot 


fay but her induſtry therein made my money bold out. 


much longer it would otherwiſe have done. 


In ſhort, being arrived at Briſtol; and my evidencs 


ready to come with me, we returned by the way of 
Newbury, and on our arrival in. Londen I went to 
Oakley almoſt every day, with a view to follow my ſuit 


and bring on the trial, but all to no purpoſe; for after . 


we had been a week in town, Oakley ſaid the trial was 
put off, as mentioned in my'late narrative. And 
another misfortune happened to me at the fame time, 
for my guide was actually with child, and grown fo 
heavy, that the over fatigue of the journey therew her 


info a fever, which held for a motith: This, with the 


expence of my evidence, reduced me very much, for 


during that time I was obliged to go about the ſtreets 
with my hat in my hand, and a paper at my breaſt 
vuvhich ſet fourth the manner of my misfortunes, ſo that 
L had no need to ſpeak, except the queſtion was aſceck 


me. In this manner I picked up ſhilling or eighteen 


_ pence a day, and ſometimes by chance two thillings 
or half a crown. I alfo applied to ſeveral Lancaſſlire 
e by which means I found out Beadle's vil- 
ainy, for they told me they had ſubſcribed to ſuch 


papers before, and adviſed me to take him up for a 


omitted no opportunity of returning tRe obiigatron'; | 
ſo ve ſet out for Briftol together, by the way of Salis- 


defraud, but my troubles were ſo great, that I con- 


cerned myſelf no more about him. But to return. 


As to the expence of my own living it did not e- 
ceed fixpence a day, for I found that all the money 


could beg was little enough to ſupport my evidence 
as well as guide, though 1 laboured hard to ma ke good 


the promiſe I had made” her. But when ſhe grew 


near her time, fearing I ſhould not be able to ſupport 


her through that extremity, ſhe, of her own accord, 
evailed on the landlord to get her into St. Giles's' | 
workhouſe, which was done, and ſhe continued there 


G2. : 3 


1 


ele Fade a attcharge tO Wa- 
chat. Allo! my witneſs gor employment for himſelf 


2 i, London, and ſo continues with his family to this 


But I continued going about the ſtreets as 


* __ and did not forget my guide in the workhouſe, 
for I carried her two ſhillings every week whilſt ſhe 


was there; though I had like to have fuffered for my 
good-will, for the pariſh officers, towards the laſt, 


* took me for her hutband, and if the had not- fond 


means to ſend me word, | ſhould have been detained 
for the parith charge. 5 88 

Howeyer, at the time of my guide's being in hs 
workhoufe, | had framed the ballad or ditty before 
mentioned i in- my former narrative, and carried the 
- ſame to a printer, who infiſted upon having fixteen. 
| thillings for printing one thouſand, one half to be 
paid in hand, and the remainder on delivery, I raiſed. 
the money, though not, without much difficulty, but 


when I got the ballads, I was at a loſs-how to ſell 


them; for notwithſtanding I heard the ballad-ſingers 


at work daily, yet I was aſhamed to buckle too in 


the ſame manner, and- therefore only carried a few in 
my-hat'as I went begging in the ſtreets, ſo that ſor 
near a month I did not take fixpence for them. How- 
ever, I determined if poſſible to ſell thoſe which I had 
paid for; and one day for that purpoſe I got a pint of 
beer to raiſe my ſpirits, then placing my back againſt 
Bedlam-Wall, with my hat on my - head, and ballads. 
in my hand, I broke out in the following words. Here 
| 7s my = cruel Captain at large, how he robb'd me at ſea, 
W depri ved me my. fight, and left me in the Nand of 1 
fone- blind; all in full for one halfpenny.” 
And now ſortune began to ſmile on me once more, 
for a woman paſt juſt as I pronounced the words, and 
Aid ſhe never heard ſuch a hard caſe before, ſo bought 
one of my ballads, which encouraged me, and I. pro- 
nounced thoſe- words over again, which. Wow” more 
* Foun me, and ' fold yo. or three more, T . 
A ma de 
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made me grow bolder, and I raiſed my voice higher, 
but in the ſame ſtrain, which ſoon brought a large 
concourſe of people round me, who bought my bal- 

\ lads as faſt as I could deliver them, till 1 fold all I 
had in my pockets, which amounted to ſeven ſhil- 
lings and fix-pence ; and if I had not ſucceeded at the 
firſt, very probably I ſhould not have had courage 
enough to have made trial in that way any more, and 
ſo have miſſed the comfortable ſupport I have ever 

ſince gained by ſelling of paper ware. 14 
I continued ſelling my ballads till I gaye the diſ- 
charge to Wabſhutt, as before mentioned, and was 
well ſatisfied with my new trade, as it fully anſwered ' 
my axpectations. But when 1 received the eighteen 

+ pounds at judge Foſter's chambers, I began to conſult 
what was. beſt to be done with it, for I found myſelf 
more in debt, than that ſum amoynted to. I was in 
two minds, whether to give it my creditors, or go in- 
to the country with my ballads, and ſet my guide 


with pedlary ware, that by our induſtry (with the | 
help of my yearly penſion). I might be enabled to pay | 
my debts by little and littlle, and ia length of time 
ſavea ſufficieacy to furniſh a ſmall ſhop,” whereby to 
get a decent livelihood in the latter part of my life, it 
it ſhould pleaſe God to proſper me. The Jatter,(thaugh {| 
a ſtrange undertaking) I reſolved on, and as my guide 
was delivered about three weeks before, (the child {| 
being ſent to the Foundling-hoſpital) and as there | | 
were no hopes of her perfect xecoyery, I gave her | 
a guinea, and determined to venture at ſuch à part- | ll 
ner as fortune ſhould put in my way, and run the 
* riſque of all dangers attending . fo hazardous an un- 
dertaking. > A 
thought that no fedate woman of credit would 
condeſcend to travel the countries with me, ſo I went 
to the ſign of Whittington's-Cat, in Newteners-lane, 
St. Giles's, where I ſoon after made a bargain with a 
Arapping bully, about twenty-four years of age, who ; , 


f 
1 


tune time promiſing to marry her, provided ſhe prov- 


| ed honeſt to me; this ſhe promiſed faithfully, and b 
{ laid Dur near forty ſhillings on her that night, for ſhe 


was very bare in apparel, and the next morning, we 


6 pae k d up my ballads in two bags, (which we carried 


in Norfolk, but I concealed all my money to twenty 


9 ſhilliogs, neither did I let; her know that 1 intended 
. tomakea' pedlar vf her. During: our journey my 


ballads ſupporting us, without touching my capital, 


, the- ſeemed-ſo careful and obligiag, that to encourage 


her; T laid out two pounds and upwards at Ipſwch 


and Woodbridge, for hard ware, ribbons and garters; 
and now the became a dealer and chapwoman ; but 
ſhe got drunk the | firſt day, and continued ſo the 


- remgindet of our journey, 10 that by the time we e 


got to Yarmouth, moſt of the goods were ſold, and 


the money fpent; and to crown my misfortunes, the 
ſerſeant at Yarmouth took me up the firſt day 4 of . 
fer d my-ballads to fale, and carried me before the 


mayor, who aſked me if 1 had gota licence, to which, 
when T-anfweredino, he ordered me to give the ſer⸗ 
nt a ſhilling to ſhe us out of the town; but wafter 


e had parted we turned back into the market - place, 


here I met with one captain Bawler, of Colchefter, 
Sound for Woolwich, with timber, who took us At 

; paſſengers for ſeven ſhillings and fix-pence, and' we 
arrived-there after a paſſage of three days. 

I T ſhould have been a gainer by this journey, had it 

not been for the miſconduct of my guide, neither 


ſhould I have returned ſo ſoon, but for that and the 


behaviour of the ſerjeant of Yarmouth, who I think 
. prevented my ſelling a thouſand, ballads there. But 
| ts make the beſt of the matter, Tleft the remainder of | 


hard ware and ballads in the care of a publican 


at Woolwich, and ſet quit direMly for London, intend- 
to find dut Mr. Collins, and give him what mo- 


ing 
5 I-could ſpare before it was all gone. J ſoon found 
8 that 


ob gik and loch Ake things in "ths: ſtreets, at the 


' 
| 
l 
' 

| 


n ... . 


that he kept che- Cartfmakers-afms on Garlick-hull, 
in the City, but I did not care to bring my guide 
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ota true breed got up again, and collar'd me the 


there till. had firſt conſulted him; fo 1 deſired ber 


to go to the Whittington's-Cat, « before- mentioned, 
and ſaid I would come to her there, for Thad learned 
by begging in the ſtreets, to find my way through. _ 


many of them by myſelf; but ſhe had a ſuſpicion 1 
was going to leave her, and would not part from me, 
though at laſt ſhe ſaid, if I would give her a guinea.” 
ſor {ecurity; ſhe would go to the place beſore- men- 
tioned; which ſor quietneſs ſake I did, but ſhe would 
pot leave me then, This put me quite out of hu» 


mour, and I inſiſted upon ſetting out by myſelf, I 


did ſo, and ſhe followed me till I came to the trunk- 
maker's- at the corner of St Paul's Church-yard, - 
where the ſpoke to me, This put me out of all 
tience, and not knowing what was the beſt to be done, 


I called a coach; but 1 was no fooner an it than ſhe 


was in alſo. I get out again, ſo did ſhe; and I coulil 
not by any means get away from her, althoug h the 
coachman aſſiſted me to the utmoſt of = power. 
But what was moſt remarkable, ſhe collar d me, and 


' {wore ſhe would ſhake me -out of my ſhoes, if I at- 
- tempted to leave her. In this manner I was obliged * | 
to fight for the breeches, or ſuffer myſelf to be con- 


quered, which I could not bear the thoughts of; as | 
the held me hy the collar, venting her fury in zap © | 
face, I knock d her down with my fiſt ; but ſhe being 


ſecond: time, faying, ſhe did not think of 
knock'd down by a blind man; and if the had at 
been ſo free with hex tongue, the would have ſtood a 
better chance, fince J ruck by the found of her 

Voice, and in that manner knock d her down elghe or 


nine times, in the miditof a great number of ſpecta- 


tore, it being about two o'clock in the day; but the 
was good blood to the laſt, for when both her eyes 


wore cloſed 3 where I Was, ſaying, the-- 
could 


as 


_ 
. : 
» 
D 
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could: not ſee n me. 


Thon faid I farewell, and went 
about my buſineſs, but directed m y - courſe for Bil- 
| lingſgate, where I took water ſor Wool wich, and 
thence returned with my ſmall ſtoc k to the Cardma- 
' kers-arms aforeſaid the next day, where I found Mr. 
Collins, and gave him four guineas, in part of a bill 
of ten pounds ten ſhillings, which | owed him. He 


Was well ſatisfied with it, and let me have a room at 


two ſhillings a week; ſo in a few days I went out 
with my ballads, and ſteered my courſe to the Whit-< 

tington's-Cat, where I met with my miftre&, who 
ſeemed very penitent, atking my pardon for ber late 
ber cent wc {aying ſhe was very-ſorry for it, and if that 
I would accept her again, ſhe would not be guilty of 


uch like ſolly any more. This ſort of diſcourſe gave 


me great ſatisfaction, as I flatterd myſelf there were 


ume hopes of her re formation; but I had only beat 


che devil more into her, as will ſhortly appear, for by 
her fair promiſes I had thoughts of making a ſecond 


trial, and told her 1 Tg conſider of it in a few 


days. In about three days after the called on me at 
the Cardmakers-arms, when by fair promiſes I ac- - 


1 <epted her again. By this time I learned that the was 
- a womanof great ſpirit, and one that feared nothing, 
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Jol theught that if ſhe would reform, and learn a 
little conduct, ſhe would be able to help me through. 


many difficulties ] expected ta meet with. 


Mr: Slanfield, a gentleman belongi ng to the Com: % 
mons, was at this time writing m late narrative, 
1 attended allthe-while, and he took the whole 


from my mouth, which was. compleated and- printed 


Hb 


at the latter end of. June 1758, but the 0 of 
my money was not ſufficient to pay the expence; 
however, [ advertiſed it in the news-papers to be ſold 


at the Cardmakers-arms, on Garlick-hill, but 1 did 
not ſell books ſufficient to pay the expence of adver- 
—tifements. I had then twenty ſhillings worth of bills 


| which my. miſtreſs * . and poſted ia 
| ſeveral 
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now my whole dependance was on my ballads, whiok 
| followed ſelling early and latethro' the moſt” parts of 
London and Weſtminſter, and was ſo diligent that 
I. had ſaved four pounds. in halfpence by the latter end 
of Auguſt. l N 
ln the mean time my printer, who lived near Snow 
Hill, proved an enemy to me, ſor he prevailed on my 
miſtreſs to ſell my books herſelf, by leaving hand- 
bills at the peoples houſes, and calling with the books 


another time, by which means ſhe ſold many of them 
but told me it did not anſwer the purpoſe, and ſo 


pretended to leave off, with an intent to cheat me; 
and to cloke the fame, the ſaid, ſhe would fell fruit, 
fiſh, and what was in ſeaſon. I was ſo weak as to be- 


lie ve her, and I lent her money in the morning to go 


to the market: the would be out all day, and general> 
ly at night return the ſame with ſomething over, pre- 
tending it was gained by induſtry, and ſtrove to keep 


me in ignorance. But about the latter end of July . + 
I had a fuſpicion of the cheat, and challenged both” 
her and the printer with it, but they both firmly de- 
nied the ſame, However, from that day ſhe kept 
all the money ſhe could by any means get from me, 
and followed felling my books as before - mentioned; 


but this was not all, for as I kept my halfpence in a 
bag with a loc k upon it, in the room where I lay, ſhe 


cut a hole in it, and took out about 5s. werth, then 
ſewed it up again, and continued that practice ſeveral. 
days. The continual decreaſevf my halſpence cauſed 
me to bring the dag down ſtairs to Mr. Collins, Who 


diſcovered the cheat, by finding the piace where the 
bag was cut and ſewed up again. Bu my miſtreſs 
had impudence enough to deny this likewiſe, although 


I-kepr the key, and admitted none but her into the; | 
room. However, I then ſecured my money elſewhere, 
and inſiſted on having no more to ſay to ber. She: 
it was 


then pretended to be very bad, and thinking f 
* \ 
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WO yur LICKS, I applied” to one Mx. Dew, y 
| rhew afliftant to a furgeon, near the Black-Swan, in 
Sc. Paul's Church- Yard; to know if any thing really 
Ailed her, whcfinding the only feigned herfelf ill, gave - 
ker 2 doſe of phyfick, which-had its defired effet;for 
the was going to St. Giles, and it began ta opperate 
by the way, and performed i its work fo welt as to de- 
tuin her upwards of a week there. During her ſtay I 
thought myſelf happy, and, hoped I was entirely quit 
' ef her; but I was greatly miſtaken, for her phy fich 
=P; ws no ſomer worked off, than the came to the Card- 
mae arms, and told a deplorable' ftvry about it; 
when; to comfort her ſad: misfortune; I faid I would 
bave no more to do with' her, and Mr. Collins turned 
her out by the ſhoulder. But that was not ſufficient 
to get rid of her, for ſhe came again the next day, and 
be turned her out in the ſame manner, and the ſame 
the chird, and fourth days, when the fell down near 
tze ſtreet door in a ſham it, and acted her part ſo well 
» ax'to deceive many fpectators, who came round her, 
buy ſeeming to go out of one fit into another, for near 
WO to hours; but about ten o'clock (the croud of people 
being diſperſed, and finding her ſcheme had miſc arri- 
ed) ſhe got up and walked off as if nothing had been 
the matter, as I was informed by ſome of the neigh- 
bours, who ſuſpected the cheat, and watched at a dif- - 
- tanceall the time to ſee the end of it. When the 
+ "was: gane, Mr. Collins advifed-me- tomove my lod g- 
Aug, ſaying, he thought I 'ſhould never be at reſt 
- whil® ſhe knew where I was, I took his advice, and 
the next day paclted up my bundle and moved! to the 
Angel and Crown in Kent Screet, and followed ſelling: 
my ballads in de for near a fortnight with- 
out interruption, but chen had the ill luci again to 
meet with my miſtreſs, about one o'clock;. whilft 
ſeulling them on London - Bridge, who ſaid the was glad 
to ſee me, and ſwore the: would never t with me 
N 5 F 1 bu- 
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buſineſs, or I-would ſend her to priſon for cutting the 
bag and ftealing my money; but my threats had no 
effect upon her, only ſhe did not collar me as before, 
but kept at a ſmall diſtance; and in order to prevent 
her finding out the places of my abode, I walked into 
the city, calling my ballads up one ſtreet and down 
another, till about eight in the evening, but ſhe 
watched me all the time; ſo inſtead of returning to 
the Angel and Crown, I enquired for a lodging, and 
was directed to one near Weſt-Smithfield, where I 
ſaid that night, but ſhe found means to ftay in or 
about the houſe to watch me. The next morning I 
got a freſh ſupply of ballads, and ſteered my courſe 
through the city. About one o'clock I got into a 
boat a little helow the Hermitage-Bridge, Wapping, 
but my miſtreſs got in at the ſame time. She feemed 
now to haunt me like an evil ſpirit, but ſne had not 
ſpoke to me for ſeveral hours. However, to make the 
beſt of it, I croſſed the water, and not knowing which 
way to get rid of her, bid her lead me to the Angel 
and Crown, where we arrived about two o'clock ; 
then ſhe ſaid, if I would give her the hard ware that 
was left unſyld, ſhe would trouble me no more. It 
was worth about five ſhillings, and with the view to 
be rid of her I gave it her. She then laugh'd heartily, 
and ſaid the would have me likewiſe, but ſhe ſhortly 
found her miſtake, being determined to be troubled 
no more with her, I enquired for the conſtable of the 
Pariſh, and was ſoon informed where he lived, ſo went 
thither and ſhe followed me; but I found means to 
acquaint him of the affair. He ſat down: by her, and 
faid he had a warrant againſt her for cutting my bag 
and ſtealing my money, at which (as I was informed) 
ſhe ſeemed to be frightened, The conſtable kept a 

public houſe in Blackman-Street, and I bid him take 

care of his priſoner till I brought Mrs. Collins to 
appear againſt her; but inſtead of that I concealed 
my ſelf for Falf an hour, and on my return the con- 
fables told me the had given him the flip, whilſt he 
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turned his back for that purpoſe. This was a nod 
{cheme, for The has never troubled me ſince, except 
getting half a hundred of books from my printer, 
| which he told me of the next day, and at the ſame 
time confidently ſaid that the would trouble me no 
more, this increaſed my ſuſpicion of his being con- 
cerned with her, and I afterwads found out the plot, | 
as will appear in the ſequel. 
| But to prevent all further attacks from has. I ſet 
out in the waggon for Briſtol, where 1 received my 
| penſion, and ftaid there a week, endeavouring to find 
a guide, but without ſucceſs; ſel returned to London 
aan out: ſide paſſenger of the machine, bringing with 
me upwards. of eight pounds. I then went to the 
Angel and Crown, where J was informed that my 
- miſtreſs had not been ſeen fince the time ſhe followed 
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mee tothe conſtable, but for fear of the worſt I changed 
| my lodging to the houſe of one Mr. French, near the 
Three-Goats-Heads, in White-Chapel, and laid out 
three or fous pounds in cloaths, but kept the remain- 
der ſor a rainy day, which Thad need enough of ſoon 
_ after, for making an agreement with a young woman, 
ho ſold fruit about the ſtreets, I gave her four ſhil- 
to fetch her cloaths out of pawn, but ſhe went 
away and forgot to come back. In lefs than a week 
I made another agreement with a luſty young woman, 
in Spitalfields- Market, and laid out upwards of twenty 
ſhillings on her that day, then went by watertoGravyeſ- 
end and ſold my ballads there. I then went to Chat- 
ham, and took up my lodging at the houſe of one Mr. 
Med hurſt, the Graveſend coachman, where I had not 
been a week before ſhe found means to pick my poc- 
ketof near thirty ſhillings, and got clear off with the 
money, but it did her no good, for as I was afterwards 
informed, a ſerjeant and a drummer, who had perſua- 
ded her to it, in leſs than to days ſtripp'd her as be | 
as ſhe was when L firſt took her, and then left her in 
the high road between Graveſend and Chatham. 


 Buineas conceal'd in the waiſtband of my breeches, 
which kept up my ſpirits, ſo agreed with a man that 
was going to Maidſtone (not knowing what elſe to 
do) to lead me thither for one fhilling, but overtaking - 
and elderly woman on the road, I paid the man his 
money, and made a bargain with her to be my guide, 
yet ſtill this was only jumping out of the frying- pan 
into the fire; for leading me to the fair, ſhe there met 
with ſeveral merry companions of both ſexes, who 
drank their glaſſes pretty freely, and had a cant lan- 
guage of their own, which I did not underſtand, but 
4 made” myfzff agreeable to the company, and ſeem'd 
as merry as the reſt of them, though quite contrary to 
my own inclination; by which free behaviour I found 
they were all beggars, and that it was a common rule 
with them to live merrily when together, and not to 
part whilſt they had any money left; ſol kept my 
money cloſe for fear of ſpending it, and we ſet out for 
London the day after the fair, where being arrived 
I took up my lodging at the ſign of the Three Wind- 
-mills in Brick-Lane, Spitalfields, where T ftaid near 
a week, during which time ſhe told me that ſhe was 
above forty years of age, that ſhe was born in Clexk- 
enwell Pariſh, and her name was Brown; that at the 
age of twenty, ſhe was inveigled from an inn in Weſt- 
Smithfield, where the lived ſervant, dy a man in the 
habit of a ſailor, who made it his buſinefs to collect mo- 
ney from charitable people by falſe briefs and paſſes, 
that ſhe lived with him nine years, at the end of which 
time he was taken into euſtody, for a fact of that kind 
and committed to Chelmsford goal by a magiſtrate 
of the ſaid place, but that ſhe left him there, and be- 
took herſelf to tramping from place to place, in the 
manner the had been inſtructed by him, till the time 
the met with me, but found ſo many difficulties in that 
way of life, that ſhe was quite tired of it, and therefore 
embraced my propoſals, being reſolved to reform. 
enen. | "2.44 
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did not place much confidence in her words, but 
determined to make trial of her, we ſet out togerher 
for Portſmouth, where I ſtaid about three weeks, du- 
ring which time ſhe daily got drunk with her former 
companions, and I was obliged to be content, as 


could no way prevent it; but at the end of the beſore- 
mentioned time we ſet out for Newport in the Iile of 
Wight, and from thence to Southampton, where we, 

by accident, went into the ſign of the Nag's Head, 


kept by Thomas Conce, from Rufforth in Lancaſhire, 
a perſon I had been formerly acquainted with, who, at 


our departure, treated us with three quarts of gin flip, 


which made us both merry. By the time we got four 
miles diſtant, a diſcourſe happened about. my guide's 
companions, and I talked hard to her about fpendin 

my money, we came to high words, and at laft fat 
down on a bank by the way tide, where the took my 


ſhirts, waiſtcoats, ſtockings, and handkerchiefs, &c. 


out of my bag, and left me to ſeek my fortune, (with- 
out taking her leave) having only fix ſhillings and fix» 


: 2 in my pocket. However, I had about five 


undred of my printed caſes in my bag, fo when 1 
perceived the was gone, I took them up, and groped 
my way into the horſe-track, and by chance turned 


the right way, having no other guide but my ſtick for 


near an hour. During which time I had not only been 
mid-leg deep in the mire, but had been down ſeve- 


ral times; but as the old ſaying is, when a man's ſor- 


tune is at the worſt it will mend, ſo now my luck be- 
gan to change, for a man overtaking me [after having 


heard my lamentable ſtory, and ſeeing I was actual 


blind] took pity of me, and led me to Wincheſter, 
where a gentleman malſter, who kept the Half-moon 


in the Great Church Yard, had compaſſion on me, 


led me by the hand to his houſe, and uſed me civilly. 
The next day as I was ſelling my printed caſes, think- 
ing to raiſe money thereby ſufficient to pay my car- 
ria ge.to London, a ſchool-fellow. of mine, from Wi- 
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put without ſucceſs, for I heard all that paſſed. So when 


houſe, where we drank plentifully; he ſeemed glad 
to fee me, and ſpoke much of a young woman. he was 
making love to, ſaying ſhe was a likely woman, and 
he doubted not but ſhortly to ſucceed in his amour, 
which would be adyantageous tb him, as he propoſed 


to let her out to the officers, under a cloke of wathing 


their linen ; and I really believe his intent was to make 
uſe of me in bringing his point to bear, for he ſaid he 


would bring me into her company, but I muſt not tell 


har he had a wife and two children in Wigan. 
thought little about it then, but he contrived to bring 
me into her company, at a time ſhe wanted to go to 


London, having before told her I wanted a guide 


thither, I had not fat down five minutes before my 
ſchool-fellow went out, when the landlady told the 
young woman the beſt thing the could do was to lead 
me to London, whereby ſhe would fave her expences 
thither. She conſented, and in ſhort the bargain 
ſeemed to be made before I came there. A ſoldier, 
who was in the houſe, immediately guided me to the 
Half-moon for my bag, but on our return, it being 
dark, he offered to 8 us to a place where we might 
remain in ſafety till the morning. This we thank- 
fully accepted, and he led us into an apartment three 
ſtories high, in an inn yard, which was the habitation 

of a dozen or fifteen ſoldiers, and I' really believe my 
ſchool-fellow was there, but did not ſhew himſelf. 


However, I fat cloſe by my guide, till after twelve 


o'clock, without interruption, when the moon ſhone 
bright, and the perſon that brought us there ſaid it 
Kas break of day, and time for us to be moving; ſo 
ſhe led me down ſtairs, and he called the hoſtler, 
who -unlocked the gates, and I haying no ſuſpicion of 
their plot, ſtood careleſsly by the hoftier, when he 
puſhed me out, and locked the gates between us, then 
aſked her to go up ſtairs, and even ſtrove to force her, 
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pPlind-man, and could not go without her; whichterri- 
fed them, as I believe, for fear of being puniſh'd by 
. their officers, and ſhe was releaſ.d without further ce- 


{  gropd my way: by the wall to the front of the ks 
inn, where I knock'd loudly with my ſtick; when 
ſomehody open'd a window, and ſpoke roughly, bid- 
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ding me to go about my buſineſs. I told him the ſol- 


diers had detained my guide in the yard, and if ſhe 


was not immediately releaſed, I would not only alarm 
the houſe, but the whole ſtreet likewife, for I was a 


xFemony. We reached Alrisford by break of day, di- 


Rance ſeven miles, and went to the fign of the White- 
Swan, where we got a comfortable breakfaſt after our 
night's fatigue, and flatter'd ourfelves to be out of all 


danger; but we were ſadly miſtaken, for ſoon after 


eight o'clock, 1 went out to fe} my papers, and about 


ten my late miſtreſs eame up with us, and, without 


_ ſpeaking a word, truck my guide ſo freely in the face 
as to make the blood fly, but ran away without ſtriking 
—SeJecond blow. - __ - | ch hi 
ie then proceeded on our journey for London, and 
arrived there on the 26th of December, but my papers 


were all ſold, and I had only two ſhillings left, not- 


| withſtanding which, I took a lodging at one Mr. Mac 


Guire's, in the Coach yard, a little below St. Giles's 


Church, and the ſame night went to my prince or 
i 


five bundred ballads, which I had paid for, and 
which ſhould have been ſent to me while at Portſ- 


mouth. 


Tbeſe ballads T was ſo lucky as to ſell in three days, 
and then went with my guid 
been out of the Printer's houſe five minutes before my 
late miſtreſs came ſoftly behind us, and attempted to 


knock my guide down, which ſhe luckily prevented, 
by turning her head; however, the threatened to be her 
| death, and follow d us till we came near juſtice Welch's 

| office in Long: acre, when. ſhe left, us, and I took out 
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guide for more, but had nat 
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2 warrant againſt ker for aſſaulting my guide, which! 


put in my pocket. After dinner I went out with my 
ballads, but had not gone far before iny late miſtreſs, 
ſpoke to me, ſaying 1 was her property, and ſhe would 
-have me. Then faid I, let us go and drink together, 
and ſhe led me into the Green-man, in St. Gites's, 
where I called for a pint of beer, and ſaid, if the in- 
tended to have me, ſhe muſt produce my linen. She 


aid it was pawn'd and the money ſpent before ſhe left - 


Wincheſter. I then aſk'd how ſhe could expect ] would 
have any more to fay to her, after ſuch uſage,” and 


ſiaid if ſhe did not go about her buſineſs, I would actu- 
ally ſend her to priſon. I then went into the ſtreet, but 


ſhe followed me, ſaying, ſhe was determined to lead 
me wherever I wanted to go. I then bid her lead me 
to a conſtable. _ She obeyed my orders, and led me 
to the Bell in Newteners-Street, where a conſtable li- 
ved, to whom I gave the warrant, and. he took her into 
cuſtody. My guide was then ſent for, and Wwe all 


went together before juſtice Welch, who- ſeeing we - 


intended to be favourable would have difcharg'd her, 
85 her promiting not to moleſt us any more; but in- 

ead of that, ſhe put her fiſt towards the face of my 
guide, threatning to beat her, if ever ſhe met with her 
out of my preſence. Then ſaid his worſhip, I will ſend 

ou to beat hemp for three manths, in Clerkenwell 
Bridewell, and in that time you will not be able to do 


it, ſo wrote her commitment directly, and at the fame. 


time adviſed me to marry my guide, for which I now 
return him thanks, fince I already had a good opinion 
of her, and ſuch timely advice (added theteto) forwar - 
ded my future happineſs; for ſoon after, having been 
aſked three times in St. Giles's church, we entered into 
a conjugal ſtate, the Monday before Lent, 1749, and 
a lucky day it was or me, fince the has prov'd obli- 
ging, induftrious, ac careful, which'is moge than could 


be expected from ſucha pitiful couple; for after the 
migiſter, clerk; and fexton were paid, we had but ten- 
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pence left, and part of a cola ſheep's head that Was 
dxeſſed the day before. However, we were content, 
and in the afternoon I ſold two ſhillings worth of bal- 
lads in the ſtreets, wherewith we at night regaled a 

Voung woman (then ſervant to a gentleman. who lodg- 
ed at a peruke maker's near Salitbury-court, Fleet- 

' Nireet) who was my Wife's acquaintance, and all the 
company we had at our ene! ; ſhe told her mĩſtreſs 
ſhe had been at the marriage of a ſhipwright, without 

- mentioning my affliction, who was likely to make her 

_ acquaintance a good huſband, but has often told me 

ſince, that her miſtreſs had ſeen my wife, and was 
afraid ſhe had made a bad bargain (and had the known 
I was blind, no doubt but ſhe would have fancied her 
opinion juſt ;) But to proceed, 

My miſtreſs had not been in Bridewell long before 
I called upon her, and found her very penitent, ſo was 

willing to releaſe her, and went to juſtice” Welch and 
* procured her diſcharge, which I gave the goaler, with 
ſeyen ſhillings and ſix-pence for her fees; I alſo gave 
her a ſhilling, and ſhe was ſet at liberty, for which ſhe 
ſeemed to be very thankful, having great reaſon ſo to 
be, as it was more than could be expected from one in 
- my unhappy circumſtances, more 3 aſter the 
indifferent treatment I had met with from er violent 
and contumactous temper. | 
1 may perhaps in this inſtance (as well as in ſome 
others before mentioned) be thought by ſome people 
to be rather over generous; for which the only apolo- 
gy-l can make is, that it was the effet of an innate diſ- 
poſition of mind, which conſtantly induced me, when 
in my power, to do all I could to relieve the diftreſled, 
and the laws of humanity abliged me to commiſerate 
my fellou- creatures, though I could but ill ſpare the 
money, eſpecially a1 degended ph on the hu- 
mane and com — por my own 
ſupport. Hose ten Sat e Sresrdeal of or 
ſure, having no rn ee 1 e g 
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- How this pen the $A of my tranquil 95 
bein g not only freed from the obſtreperous and un feel- 


ing behaviour of ſuch baſe people, as I had before been 
obliged to accept for my guides, but alſo bleſſed with 


the company ofa virtuous and obliging wife, of whom 
(as it may perhaps be of uſe, in order to apprize the 
younger part of my readers of the great hazard they 


riſk, in liſtening to a ſuitor without having firſt obtained 


the approbation of their parents) it may not be amits 
to give ſome account. She was the daughter of a repu- 
table tradeſman at Boſton in Lincolnſhire, and being 


of an eaſy and unſuſpeQivg temper, was prevailed on, 


by the repeated ſolicitations of a next door neighbour, 


to quit her farther's houſe; and go with him to Lon- 


don, but was. happy enough to ate, 0 a timely diſcovery 
that his deſigns were not honoura ble, and therefore ſoon 


diſengaged herſeł from him, and enquir'd for a place, 


which ſhe luckily obtained, and continued therein for 
above a twelve-month; but the abandon'd wretch, at 
laſt finding out where ſhe liv d, became ſo troubleſome 


that ſhe was oblig'd to leave her place, as ſhe was 


forc'd to quit ſome others for the ſame reaſon; in ſhort, 
finding herſelf ſo much perplex'd, and he making very 
fair promiſes, ſhe once more was prevailed on to truſt 
herſelf with him. But let this be a warning to all 


young women, for he moſt baſely went off with her 


dcCloaths to Winchefter, which luckily brought her thi- 
ther not long before my arrival at that place, where I 
ptovidentially met with her, as belſore related. But 
to return, 

About this time Iform'd-'a plan which diſcover d. 


my printer' $ honeſty. He knew nothing of my mar- | 


. riage, ſo my wife went thither, and treated two wo- 


men that kept a ballad ſhop in the lower part of the 


houſe with half a pint of gin; whilſt they were goffip- 
ing over their delight, my wife faid ſhe would tell them 


a ſecret, if-chey-wowld-promile not to divulge it; they 


8 to known, and ſwore to dan true to their 
mtu; 
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- truſt; ton ſaid my wife i is an odd fort of a man, 
(meaning me) and will not allow me common neceſſa- 
ries, tho! he has money enough, but uſes me ill with 
hard words, and often threatens to beat me, ſhould 
be glad therefore pf your advice, as you I don't doubt 
kao how to manage the men better thanl can pretend 
to; how to deal with him! with a great many more of 
uch like exclamations peculiar to female oratory, | 
They ſeem'd well pleas'd with my wife's harran- 
gue, ſaying, the fiſh girl match'd. him to a tittle, but 
was be holtlen to them for inſtructions, for they were 
privy to all her actions, and the money ſhe got from - 
Barker was ſpent here in fowls, ducks, punchx&c. and 
that ſhe has been feaſting here, while he has been ma- 
King his complanits to us at the ſame time, without 
knowing any thing of the matter, and ſaid if ſhe would 
be adviſed by them, ſhe muſt flealmy money, and 
_ they would furniſh” her with braſs counters, to place 
in the room; mentioning many mor> roguiſh tricks 
(for they were wicked jades as ever exiſted) too te- 
dious to recite. « However, my wife (as to carry on the 
farce ſhe was obliged to doy ſeemed to agree to their 
propoſals and:parted; and in a few days I acquainted 
the printer with the diſcoveries J had made, got the 
remainder of my narrative peaceably out of his hands, 
| and leſt him, but not before he had firſt told me, that | 
= and the fiſh girl had been obliging toeach other all 
opportunities. But to proceed, 5 
A little before Eaſter we packed up our papers, and 
ſteered our courſe for Oxford, where we arrived in a 
few days, and began to ſell my narrative by hand-bills, 
as the Ack girl bal done before, but found more diffi- , 
culty — it than could he imagineg, for inquĩ- 
ſite people Would . cet, Were Wars Ne wa aj wi, 488 
'- which when We 2 Were ye, the Woulidſk if I was. 
| blind whe ttt Brarfis 8 e inthe 
affirmative: forile wolkd Sah Mer eg ad faid he 
| marting mu 9 oloke bar Balg, others would be ſhe 
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remoye which bad opintons, we agreed to fay that 


we were engaged before my misfortunes, and married 
after, which pretext had its defired effect, for upon 
hearing that, the generality of people. pitied my wife; 
ſaying, ſhe was true hearted, and ought to. be com- 
mended for it: and here I hope the reader will pardog 
this premeditated excuſe, as I was undera neceſſity of 
| [0 making it. 

We weat from Oxford to Briſtol, where I. received 
"ny penſion, and then ſet out for Exeter, by the way 
of Taunton; but on our departure from Briſtol we 


charged from her fervice, at the Squirrel, in Bedmin- 
Ker, who was going to her farther's, living in a village 


ſo we agreed to keep her company, but at Bridgewater 
we were ſtopped, whilſt ſelling my farrative, by a 
neighbouring juſtice, who took me for an. impoſtor, 
 daying he thought I was not the perſon which the nar- 
rative repreſented, and examined ys all three twice 


ovet ſeparately, two being kept in prifon while the 
third was examined, but finding us all in one ſtory, | 


and a gentleman coming in, who (after asking two or 


three queſtions about the inhabitants of Wigan, which 
exactly anſwered) ſaĩd he believed me to be the iden- 
tical perſon, we were all diſcharged, and the next 
morning ſet out on our journey, kesping company | 
with the young woman to her father's houſe, where 
we ſtaid near a week, and arrived at Exeter ih a few © 
days after, at which place I was vifited with a fever, 
that confined me to my bed about a önth, at the 
houſe of Mr. Kindſe in the rg where I Was 
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treated with, great cĩvilicy. 
After I had gat hered fr. 


y turned. to Exeter by the, way. of Dartmouth, and tem 


RO by ths: ay of Babble and Bigdleford to 
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two mites from Taunton, She had but little money, 


we let our for Pty 1 
mouth, here We ade eauiiderable time, thence 45 | 
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met with a girl about ſeventeen, that was * diſ- 
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there in about 24 hours. 1 received my penſion, and 
ſhortly 'after ſet out from thence by the way of Wor- 


— — 


4 cefter and Glouceſter to Birmingham, where my wife 


miſcarried, which was an expenſive affair, as I was 
not properly prepared for it. This happened the be- 
ginning of November, 1759, however, when ſhe was 
PR well recovered, we ſet out for Northampton, 


the way of Coventry and Warwick, from thence | 


to Nottingham, by the way of Leiceſter, and from 
thence (by the way of Lincoln) to Boſton, where my 
wife's father, whoſe name was Corbridge, had lived, 


and at his death had bequeathed her 20 Pounds; the | 


time of payment wheredf being ſettled, we went from 


thence'to Lynn, by the way of Witbech, but were. 


turned out of the town by the beadle as vagrants, as 


I had been ſerved in ſeveral towns before, .notwith- 


ſtanding J ſold nothing but my own manufacture; 


but the jolly beadles were either too well fed to com- 
miſerate, or too ignorant to make. a proper diſtintiap | 


of vagrants. However,” I returned from Lynn-to 
Wiſbech, thence to Peterborough, and thence to Lon- 
don by the way of Cambridge, after one full year's 
abſence ; but what by our fickneſs, and the ill treat- 


| ment of the beadles, who often hindered me from ſell 


ing my. books, I was no gainer by this journey. 


When I arrived in London I was informed that Mr. 
Collins had failed a ſecond time, and lodged at a pe- 


Tuke-maker's in Barbican; who on application recom- 


> mended me to a room with Mr. Buckley, juſt oppo- 


fite, and in the month of May I received my wife's le- 
gacy of 20 Pounds, (which 1 father left her, as be- 
fore- mentioned) at the lign g0 fats, Faelſ- Ain. Weſt 
Smithfield, from MwBrevfte: rover. em bolton. 
I then paid the fix guitieas ETSY 5 | 
gat a new inipteflion'of as printe 
al further ng x 
feverſteen 
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ars office, the 2 5 of June, 1760, and have ever 
ſince made ſhift to pay it yearly out of my induſtry. 


I continued ſelling my books in London: for en 


months after, during which time I often met with gen- 
tlemen who ";nfiſted 
me, that if really true, I ſhould have offered it firſt to 
ſale at Briſtol, which made me think thoſe gentlemen 
mult have heard ſomething concerning it, ſo upon ſe- 
rious conſideration I ſet out for Briſtol, about the fall 
of the leaf, 1760, where I ſtaid till Chriſtmas. | 
The firſt thing I had to do, was to receive my pen- 
fion, and then ſell my books as uſual, but was attacked 
daily by gentlemen, in harſh terms, who frequently 


inſiſted th my book was falſe; others would ſpeak 


more Y, ſaying, my ſufferings had been very 
great; others again expreſſed themſelves in ſuch harſh 
terms, that it exaſperated me the more againſt Wab- 
ſthutt and the Doctor, for I could not at that time de- 


viſe what ſhould be the reaſon of ſuch behaviour; ne- 


yertheleſs I ſold my books through the city, and to- 


wards the beginning of December, a gentleman o ß 


property in St. Philip's Plain, then at his door, in- 


fiſted that my book was falſe, and I on the other bai: 


ſtuck ſo faſt to the truth of it, that he puſhed me down 
off the-ſteps, but no ſooner recovered myſeif, than I 
ſtruck at him with a large tuck ftick that was in m 
hand, ſo forceably as to make the head fly ſome yards 
from me, by hitting the ſteps inſtead of him, for my 
wife ſaid he was in the houſe before I recovered myſelf; 
however, a neighbour of his picked i it up, and gave 
it him, which he thought proper to keep. 


Some days after this affair happened, I called at 


the merchants'feamens office, in the Exchange, think- 
ing to obtain ac; det t> have my penſion 5 to 
Wigan, for 'wa at that! time f in e King 
into à ſertled lit „ but my 'ho Mes re . 

for the clerk EW me 9 0 _ 

Fo el at W I N 


0 
a 

+. * 4 
— 1 


that my book was falſe, telling 
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he gentleman ue K at in - t. Fkilip's Flain, was 
the caufe of it. But therein I was miſtaken, for whey 
| I came before the gentlemen 1n the hall, one of them 
— faid, that I had publiſhed a falſe book, to expoſe the 
Character of two innocent people, and unlefs I be- _ 
hayed better, my pay ſhould be ſuſpended. J an- 
fwered, that I had publiſhed ſuch a book, but it was 
the truth. Then oo ſaid, there were two aMidavits to 
- prove it falſe. I aſked by whom, and where they 


were attefted, He ſaid, by Peter Bates and Charles 


"Copper, in the city of Briftol. I then defired they 
might be read, when a paſſage, in the ſuppoſed affi- 
dlavit of Peter Bates, being read, I no ſooner heard it, 
chan l faid Peter Bates was thirty miles from the place 
gat the time of that tranſaction, therefore could nat 
E Fear thereto, and inſiſted on the truth of my narra- 
tive, when one of them ſaid my pay ſhould be ſuſ 
3 Fend, till ſuch time as; I behaved better. I with- 
grew, ſaying, God had ſet me to work, and he would 
4  zight me. 

il bat day I did not know chere were ſuch affida- 
vits againſt me, and finding I had been ſecretly con- 
behind my baek, for things that could not be 
er before my face, doubted not but thoſe falſe 
vits had been the cauſe of all my friends forſak- 


mentioned, ſo I reſolved, if poſſible, to find out the 
Whole contents of them, being determined to uſe my 
itmoſt efforts for that purpoſe, let the affair be atten- 
ded with ever fo much · difficulty or trouble, and the 
3 8 went to the clerk, deſiring him to give me 
copies of the ſaid affidavits And 1 would pay him for 
"0 Ly 
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ing me, and the harſh uſage I had met with, as before- 


101 he. refuſed to do and IL appeal to | 


2 
7 


r Er _ 
Wy for on my arrival in London, . ned e 
Mr. Marſden, attorney at law, in Chicheſter-rents, 
Chancery- Lane, who had been a ſchool- fellow of mine, 
and acquainted him with the ſcheme I intended to put 
in practice; he undertook it, and by my direction 
wrote a letter to Mr. Alderman, ., at Briſtol, 
in his own name, in which he informed his. worſhip, 
that as he knew my farther, he had; through compaſ- 
fron, recommended me to ſeveral gentlemen, by 
which means ſome contributions had been rais'd for- 
me, but that as I had publiſh'd a book, which ſome 
believ'd to be true, and others falſe, ho deſired his 
worthip's opinion of it, and that he would direct for kim 
at Nel. Saddington and Marſden' s, druggiſts, in Fleet * 
ſtrest. To which he recieved an anſwer by the re- 
turn of the poſt, in which his worſhip — the af 


>< 


fidavits, but ſaid hisclerk was gone into Cornwall, © 


who had the directions of the voyage in his hands, 
which ſhould be ſent to London on his return if re- 
quired. After ſome time a ſecond letter was wrote to 
lis worſhip, to remind him of his promiſe, hoping he 
would not think it an unrea ſonble requeſt to mit the 
before-mgntioned papers to him, as it was to detect an 
impoſtor, nieaning me. f 
Theſe letters anſwer d my expoAation, for ſome 
ſhort time after the affidavits, with ſundry other pa- 
pers, came ſafe to the hands of Mr. Marſden, together 
with the copy of a letter or proteſt, which caus d me 
to be put in irons by captain Fitzherbert at  Andony,” 
and which if the captain [who, though a good natur d 
man, was rather too haſty] had hq read to me, I could. 
have.clearly.confuted; Badge d Wahchutt's ini- 
quitous de ſigus:: where by the tas Efe migbt * 
deen preferred a e ee prevented 
And hebe publickly. n en 
ded to offend /Aldeaman. 0 57x = 
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1 hope may be pardon'd; as it was done fot fie 
ke of ai the 8 but if Th worthtp ſhould? = 
8 =. [which is a king ot: to be Sees” be nin d, 
dieler wrong to fuppreſs me, forg ve. him, and; 
4 1 doubt dot, per. chat Being, in hoy Lengede, 
Will xai up a ſtiend, in time 85 need to ſee me riglit 
. For Peter Bates and Charles Cooper the t 
perſons pretended, to-have made the aforeſaid: Affida- * 
Wen, are both living, and have acknowledg d befores 
- ſubſtantial witnefles, that my former narratve is the : : 
truth, and that the ſaid affidavits. were not made by. 
| hem. but forg'dby Wabſhutt fas, theyſuppoſe to ſcreen 1 
himſelf from+yuſtice; beſides which, the papers I ha "oy | 
in my poſſeſſion are ſufficient to prove 0 villainy af 
Wabſhutt, Point blank againſt him, Which papers, if, 
-needful, I intend to publiſh. Thope therefore his wor- 
hip will henceforward pity the unhappy aircumſtan- 
ces labour under, for [excluſive of Mr. Marſden's billy” : 
foraſſiſting me, and the charge I was at in going twice 
to Briſtol, with a view to recover my penſion, without : 
ſucces] iEWabſhutt had not ſcreen d himſelf from jul . 
| 8 tie, the lawwouldhaye  obligdrhim to have. mage ſatis- 
faction for the injury done me, which-would have been 
en tome, aſter being reduc'd from a 
comfortable ſupport to depend on m yearly penſion 
only, even Which I am at preſent depriv d of, b 
* d > hight in impoſing. onthe gredulity of bis. 
--worlthip, preſaid forge be A Cas: Any * 6 ur; 
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